
Assessing all Learners 
 
            In Manitoba, all students are provided with the supports and opportunities they need    
    to become participating students and members of their school communities.  There are four 
principles that guide teaching practices: 
 

♦ All students can learn, in different ways and at different rates. 
♦ All students have individual abilities and needs. 
♦ All students want to feel they belong and are valued. 
♦ All students have the right to benefit from their education. 

 
These same principles guide differentiation of instruction and assessment practices in the 
classroom.  Today’s classrooms are diverse and inclusive.  Differentiation of instruction and 
assessment are now recognized as best teaching and assessment practices for all teachers.   
 
In almost every classroom, there will be students who will require special consideration 
necessary to help them succeed in the classroom.  In a typical classroom, there might be: 
 
 Several students who require Differentiated Instruction (a wide range of strategies and 

techniques to support student learning and to help the broadest student population achieve 
the expected curricular learning outcomes) e.g. use of visual aides along with oral 
instruction .  

 Some students who require adaptations to instruction and assessment (a change made in 
the teaching process, resources, assignments or student products to help a student achieve 
the expected learning outcomes and addresses identified student-specific needs) e.g. use of 
scribe for student who cannot write – student gives oral responses 

 Some students who require additional supports e.g. educational assistant keeps student on 
task, monitors understanding, repeats directions, rephrases, etc 

 A few students who will require curriculum modifications outlined in their Individual 
Education Plans (altering the number, essence and content of the curricular learning 
outcomes that the student is expected to meet).  

 Occasionally, one or more students who will require individualized programming outlined 
in his or her Individual Education Plan. 

 
Based on initial assessments of the students in the classroom, the teacher will have to 
determine best teaching and assessment practices to address the needs of the students so 
that all students may experience success in their learning. In the classroom, all students 
benefit from Differentiated Instruction, but for a few students it is essential.   
 
Differentiated Instruction (DI) and Adaptations do not represent unfair advantages to 
students.  In fact, DI and Adaptations provide students with learning differences the 
necessary tools to demonstrate mastery of learning outcomes and, as a result, all students are 
provided with the supports and opportunities they require to be successful in their learning. 
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