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Guidelines for ALL fundraising, including school-initiated and parent-initiated 
 
Any fundraising activities organised by a school or parent group in Seine River School Division are to 
be undertaken in accordance with the following guidelines: 
 
1. All fundraising ensures student safety. Fundraising is consistent with policies of Manitoba 

Education and the Division. 
 

a. K-8 students are not permitted to participate in door to door soliciting, or soliciting in 
public.  

b. Products containing nuts or nut products may not be sold to students in all our schools. 
Products containing nuts may be sold to parents or community members, if the products 
are collected by parents/community, rather than sold or picked up by students at school.  

c. The sale of products, or tickets for prizes of such products, that are illegal for students 
(e.g. alcohol, tobacco, marijuana) are prohibited. 

2.  Student participation in fundraising activities is voluntary. Fundraising should be a cooperative  
effort with each individual contributing to the activities as they are able. Incentive prizes will not be 
awarded for top sellers. Participation draws may be held. 
 

3.  School administrators must approve all fundraising activities in advance, including those      
     coordinated by parent groups, student clubs or teams, etc. School administrators will coordinate  

an annual plan of all fundraising activities in their school, including but not limited to: sports teams, 
music trips, social justice groups, charitable fundraising, parent council. 

 
4.  Raffles, bingos, lotteries, 50/50 draws, and Players Choice Raffles (aka silent auctions) are not  

covered by the Charities Endorsement Act of Manitoba. Schools must apply separately for licences 
for these activities through the Manitoba Gaming Control Commission ( www.mgcc.mb.ca.). 
Students are prohibited from participating in sales of tickets for gambling purposes, such as 50/50 
and lottery draws. Students may participate in fundraising draws for donated items, student-created 
items and other prizes that are appropriate for a school context. 
 

5. All monies raised will be reported to parents/community, as well as how the money was spent. 
Should circumstances require the monies be spent in another way than the originally stated purpose 
(e.g. if there is no longer a need for the specific item or activity, or an event is cancelled), and it 
would be impractical to return the donated funds, the funds will be spent towards a similar purpose.  
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Fundraising activities organised by the school 
 
Major Fundraiser for Whole School 
1. Schools are limited to one major fundraising activity involving the whole school community per 

year. A major fundraiser:  

 (a) is organized by the principal or designate;  

 (b) is open, but optional, for all the students in the school; 
 

(c ) limits the disruption or use of instructional time;  
 

(d) includes a clear plan to fundraise for specific school purposes that enhance the school (e.g. 
playground equipment) or opportunities for students (e.g. guest speakers, special events, lunch 
hour/recess games), that is clearly communicated to parents.  
 

2. Money raised may not be used for the purchase of physical education equipment, furniture, 
curricular materials, digital equipment, musical instruments or any items that are covered by the 
regular school budget.   

3. Fundraising involving food will follow the provincial Healthy Schools guidelines. Major 
fundraisers will not be centred around products discouraged by the guidelines (e.g chocolate, soda). 

Specific Purpose or Group Fundraisers Within the School 
All fundraising activities require the principal’s approval. While specific purpose fundraising activities 
are not considered a major fundraiser for the school, administrators should take into consideration the 
capacity of the community to contribute to all fundraising within a school year. 

The following fundraising activities are allowed at any time during the school year: 

 Optional activities, such as bake sales, Scholastic Book fairs or special lunch days; 

 Support of school programs (e.g. a breakfast program), outreach projects, or charitable 
organizations (e.g., Terry Fox Run, Jump Rope  for Heart, 30-Hour Famine); 

 Optional team, extra-curricular, club or co-curricular travel experiences such as travel 
outside the province, tournaments requiring overnight stay, Band trips, ski trips, camp 
experiences, outdoor education program, etc. 

 Graduation Committee. 
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4. The principal will inform parents/guardians in writing of school fundraising activities and their 

purpose. At the conclusion of the fundraising activity, a report on results and how the money has 
been used will be shared with the community (e.g. by newsletter or on school website).  

5. The school administration will ensure the maintenance of proper accounting procedures and record 
keeping for all school fundraising activities.  

 
 
Fundraising activities organised by the Parent Advisory Council (PAC) or other parent groups 
 
 Parent Advisory Councils will plan their fundraising activities separately, however they will work 

in conjunction with the school principal, or designate, around their specific fundraising plans to 
support their initiatives. Approval of the school principal is required before embarking on 
fundraising using the school’s name. Collaboration with the school principal is an essential element 
of all fundraising activities initiated by parent organizations to ensure that fundraising events benefit 
the school’s students to the greatest possible extent. The principal must approve all fundraising 
endeavours organised by the PAC. 

 The frequency of parent-initiated school-wide fundraising activities shall occur with appropriate 
consideration for the circumstances of individual school communities’ students and their families, 
following collaborative discussion between the school Principal and the parent organization that 
represents the interests of all parents in a given school. Fundraising by parents follows the same 
guidelines as for school-initiated fundraisers listed in the first sections of this regulation.  In 
addition, the following guidelines must be followed: 

 
1. Incentive prizes shall not form part of fundraising activity, however, participation draws may 

occur.  

2. The sale, raffle or advertising of any product prohibited for use on school or divisional property, 
including but not limited to alcohol or tobacco products, is prohibited.  
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3. A parent organization that initiates a fundraising activity shall provide parents/guardians with 
information about the fundraising activity and purpose, at least two weeks in advance of the 
commencement date of the activity. Fundraisers that begin in early September may be approved 
by the Principal, without the two weeks notice to parents. 

 
4. The parent organization must attend to any necessary municipal, provincial or national 

licensing requirements related to a fundraising activity, and ensure they comply with school 
and division guidelines.  

 
5. Families may exclude themselves from a PAC initiated fundraising event. The Principal shall 

provide statistical data about participation to the PAC upon request, and where this information 
is obtainable. 

 
6. PACs may not raise funds for the purchase of curricular materials or materials that are normally 

provided for in the school budget.  PAC may raise money for activities/equipment such as 
recess equipment, playground improvements, reduced costs for camp experiences or student 
travel outside of province, and for events or outside programs that may enhance student 
opportunities. 

 
7. The Parent Advisory Committee will ensure the maintenance of proper accounting procedures 

and record keeping for all school fundraising activities and provide the principal with a 
summary accounting of the monies fundraised and how the monies were spent. 

8. For large projects, such as saving for playground improvements, PACs will provide a long-term 
plan for how and when the saved money will be used. PACs will not fundraise for a non-
specified purpose or to accrue funds in a savings account for later unspecified use. Outside of 
large projects, such as playground improvements, and a small amount of carryover for the PAC 
to address small costs at the end and start of the year, fundraised funds will be used within the 
year they are collected and to benefit as wide a range of students as possible. 

 
 
  


